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The Santa Clara County Board of 
Supervisors met Monday to address the 
county’s challenges during the coronavirus 
pandemic, including its funds and vaccine 
distribution process.
In an annual State of the County address 
livestreamed on YouTube, Mike Wasserman, 
president of the Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors, said despite damage 
to collective health, livelihood and the 
economy, the county is in a strong position.
“2021 will be the year of seizing 
[Santa Clara County] from the jaws of a virus 
that has crippled our health, our economy and 
our well-being for too long,” Wasserman said 
in the address.
He said the county has a $8 billion budget 
for the 2021 fiscal year and is facing at least 
a $100 million deficit even after budget 
reductions within the last month, but not 
many layoffs will occur. 
Wasserman said the county has also been 
challenged by the state, federal systems 
and policies that have restricted funds and 
COVID-19 vaccine doses. But the county is 
fully prepared to utilize and administer the 
vaccines once available. 
“If we were given as many vaccines as we 
and our partners are prepared to give out, 
we could easily vaccinate 100,000 residents a 
week,” Wasserman said. 
He also recognized the thousands of health 
care and community workers that he said have 
helped keep the county afloat. 
Restaurant owner Alex Holt was one of 
many San Jose residents recognized. 
He was acknowledged for his “Feed 
the Need” campaign, that has raised more 
than $100,000 in emergency funding 
and delivered more than 10,500 meals to 
The campaign organization “Justice for 
Gregory Johnson” hosted a philanthropic festival 
Friday and Saturday to honor the life of San Jose 
State student Gregory Johnson Jr. and continue to 
call for justice surrounding  his suspicious death.
More than 300 people attended the two-day event 
called “Gregory’s Jam” through Twitch livestream 
and featured performances from 17 local artists. 
Cristopher Acosta, a political science senior and 
event organizer, said the stream enabled people to 
use art as a form of advocacy.
“There is power in guarding the community 
around [avenues of social justice],” Acosta said in a 
Zoom call. “We felt as though this would be a way 
to allow more people to get involved.” 
20-year-old Johnson’s body was found hanging 
in the Sigma Chi fraternity house basement on 
Nov. 22, 2008. The University Police Department and 
Santa Clara County Medical Examiner-Coroner’s 
Office ruled the case a suicide, according to the 
Santa Clara County Medical Examiner-Coroner 
autopsy report.
Johnson’s mother, Denise Johnson, has gained 
community support in the last 12 years, calling the 
case a murder, and more specifically a hate crime. 
The event was aimed at raising the $2,000 needed 
to reopen the case and run an independent autopsy 
on her son’s body. 
Acosta said $4,300 was raised. 
Meanwhile, SJSU President Mary Papazian broke 
the university’s silence on Thursday regarding 
Johnson’s case in a campuswide email. 
“SJSU recognizes that for many members of 
our community, the circumstances surrounding 
Gregory’s death are emblematic of longstanding 
systemic racism in our nation,” Papazian stated in 
the email. “They have called on the university to 
take action, to bring the truth to light.”
She encouraged students to attend the event 
as the county’s coroner and district attorney will 
reexamine the case after the pandemic, but said no 
new evidence has surfaced since the investigation’s 
conclusion in 2009.
Previous 2020 demonstrations that supported 
the Justice for Gregory Johnson campaign were 
organized by Black Liberation and Collective 
Knowledge (B.L.A.C.K.) Outreach, a San Jose 
activist group. 





SJSU students host 
Gregory’s Jam 
Vigil honors 
lives lost to 
police brutality
Entire families have been 
left with the trauma of their 
loved ones’ lives being taken 
at the hands of police, said some 
San Jose community members 
during a Thursday vigil.
More than 30 people 
gathered at San Jose City 
Hall to remember the lives of 
five men who were killed by 
San Jose police and other 
local law enforcement officers 
between 2004-17. 
Warm candlelight illuminated 
banners decorated with the 
faces of Phillip Watkins; 
Antonio Guzman Lopez; 
Rudy Cardenas; Jacob 
Dominguez and Jesus 
Geney-Montes. 
The banners surrounded 
a mural with the names of 
50 people who’ve died at the 
hands of local  police officers 
over the last 20 years. 
The event was organized 
by the families of Watkins, 
Lopez and Cardenas as well as 
Silicon Valley De-Bug, a 
San Jose nonprofit that 
advocates for social justice.
Laurie Valdez, the partner 
of Lopez who was killed by 
University Police Department 
officers in 2014, said 
none of the families 
ever imagined going through 
the situation in which they 
find themselves. 
“The life we’ve been forced 
to live is not fair,” Valdez 
said during the vigil. “It’s an 
everyday struggle to try and find 
the happiness that was [there] 
once before.” 
Corina Griswold and Regina 
Cardenas, two of Cardenas’ 
daughters, remembered their 
father during the vigil. 
Cardenas was shot and killed 
in 2004 after being mistaken 
as someone else by a San Jose 
narcotics officer. 
“He was a very giving person,” 
Griswold said. “If you said 
‘Those are some cool shoes,’ 
he’d be like, ‘You want them?’ 
He would give you anything 
he had.” 
Sharon Watkins, a software 
specialist at SJSU and mother 
of Philip Watkins, who was 
killed by police in 2015, said 
she misses her son and 
described him as kindhearted 
and generous. 
“If you don’t walk away with 
anything else tonight, walk 
away with this,” Watkins said 
at the vigil. “When you look 
at those faces, it’s more than 
just the people, these are entire 
families and each one has 
another hundred people that 
were affected.” 
There have been 17 people 
who’ve been shot and killed by 
California police this year. 
Almost 900 lives have been 
taken by police statewide 
since 2015, according to 
the Washington Post’s Fatal 
Force database.
“People need to remember 
that these things happen 
in our communities,” said 
Brian Larson, an attendee and 
member of Showing Up for 
Racial Justice, a group that 
“moves white people to act as 
part of a multiracial majority 
for justice with passion and 
accountability,” according to the 
group’s website.
Valdez said the countrywide 
outrage from the deaths 
of George Floyd and 
Breonna Taylor left some 
families feeling alone because 
San Jose communities didn’t 
come together and protest 
for their loved ones with 
the same force they did for 
deaths that went viral.
“Everyone needs to be 
conscientious of their selective 
rage,” Valdez said during the 
vigil “If you’re gonna come 
out here and protest, don’t let 
it be a fad.”  
Even though the vigil 
was created to remember 
the lives that were taken by 
law enforcement, organizers 
raised awareness about 
past successes and a bill 
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from the jaws of a virus that 
has crippled our health, our 
economy and our well-being 
for too long. 
Mike Wasserman
president of the Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors
There is no replacement for this 
beyond, bright soul . . . his mother 
carries it like no other. Like a stamp 
on her heart and her own search for 
answers . . . all she ever asked for 
was a transparent investigation.
Kadence Walker
political science senior
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families, isolated seniors and hospital workers 
on the front lines. 
Homeless encampments
San Jose residents spoke during public 
comment about the city’s unfair treatment 
toward the homeless community. 
Resident Scott Largent was disappointed 
in the county for dispersing a homeless 
encampment on Spring Street in 
Downtown San Jose.
“I get up pretty early to check on people, I 
bring my generator to different encampments 
in that area, charge people’s phones, bring 
over some coffee,” Largent said. “It’s my 
routine before I go to work.” 
He said city officials came to the 
encampment, largely made up of cars, trailers 
and mobile homes, Monday morning to 
spray chemicals including Roundup, a toxic 
weed and grass killer, on surrounding lawns.
“Right now there are so many people living 
in motorhomes and cars, there’s no real safe 
parking programs for those people and the 
city is gassing them,” Largent said. 
The “sweeps” are against the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention guidelines 
which state if individual housing options 
aren’t available, people should be allowed 
to live unsheltered or in encampments 
and remain there during the pandemic.
Largent said it made him “sick” and was 
not the first sweep he’s witnessed within 
the last week. 
San Jose resident Robert Geary said there 
are several ongoing lawsuits in the county 
where people have contracted various 
cancers from the harmful chemicals. 
Santa Clara County hasn’t adopted 
a temporary prohibition of Roundup’s use 
as opposed to other counties, according 
to Geary, but said he begs the board of 
supervisors for action.
“People are criminalized for the mere 
fact that they have no place to go. They’re 
trespassing no matter where they go,” 
Geary said. “[The county is] excluding people 
from certain areas and moving them from 
place to place [and] it’s not healthy for them.”
Follow Madilynne on Twitter
@madilynneee
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students including Acosta, 
Leland Pama and Nina 
Chuang, and local activist 
Symone Jackson. 
The Jam
The event’s headliner, 
“Denise’s Set,” featured the 
Johnson family’s favorite music 
and a prerecorded speech 
of Denise Johnson at an 
October protest in front of 
Sigma Chi fraternity. 
“[The officials and university 
administration involved in the 
case have] sons and daughters. 
How would they feel if they lost 
[their child] at 20 years old?” 
Denise said in the recording. 
“[Gregory] had the chance to 
do nothing . . . He came [to 
SJSU] a scholar.”
Kadence Walker, a political 
science senior and poet, created 
a spoken word video 
to honor Johnson and 
commemorate his mother’s fight 
for justice. 
“There is no replacement 
for this beyond, bright soul,” 
Walker said in the video. 
“His mother carries it like 
no other. Like a stamp on 
her heart and her own search 
for answers . . . all she 
ever asked for was a 
transparent investigation.” 
While Walker produced and 
narrated the two minute video, 
he said most of the words used 
to describe Johnson including 
“beyond capable, his laughter 
inescapable . . . first generational, 
handsome and capable 
Black man,” were words that 
Denise Johnson used to describe 
her son. 
He also said he ended the 
clip with Denise Johnson asking 
“Who killed my son?” because it 
highlighted the family’s story. 
Walker said he’s not 
satisfied with Papazian’s 
campuswide email. 
“I understand the legal 
implications, but [the email] 
felt more like the university is 
trying to cover it and say the 
least amount possible,” he said.
Walker explained he feels 
people should know how the 
Johnson family was treated when 
they were denied the ability to 
identify Johnson’s body after 
having already been identified 
by a fraternity member. 
“The coroner’s office . . . 
treated us like we were animals,” 
Denise Johnson said in the 
recording of her speech at the 
October protest. 
Walker said the university 
should’ve apologized to the 
family and the community for 
Johnson’s death. 
Community calls to 
reopen case
Symone Jackson, a local 
activist and event organizer, was 
featured in episode two of 
case 26 on “Crime Noir,” 
a Spotify podcast that discusses 
controversial court cases. 
She explained the illegitimacy 
of Johnson’s case ruling in 
the Jan. 7 episode. 
“Based on the evidence 
and the sheer sloppiness of 
the investigation, I believe 
it needs to be reopened,” 
Jackson said in the podcast. 
Leland Pama, a 
communications senior, 
said it’s important Johnson’s 
case is never forgotten.
Pama said he reached 
out to more than 3,000 local 
organizations, businesses and 
restaurants for endorsements 
for the event and several 
of them came from SJSU 
Greek organizations and clubs.
Acosta said Gregory’s 
Jam differed from previous 
demonstrations because of how 
much awareness the campaign 
has created.
“There were a number of 
Greek organizations who we 
didn’t think were going to speak 
out,” Acosta said, adding he 
hopes advocacy is something 
Greek organizations put into 
action seriously. 
Walker said the best thing 
SJSU students should continue 
to do is ask questions, educate 
themselves and persevere. 
“The strongest tool that 
students have on their campus 
is their voice,” Walker said. 
“When it comes to the suspicious 
[deaths] of Black individuals, 
their story becomes part of the 
amalgamation of what it is to be 
Black in America.”
There is power in guarding the community around 
[avenues of social justice]. We felt as though 
this would be a way to allow more people to 
get involved.
Cristopher Acosta 
political science senior and event organizer
that could reduce 
police-related killings. 
According to the website 
of Assemblymember 
Sydney Kamlager of 
district 54, Assembly Bill 
118 would “establish a 
pilot program enlisting 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
organizations to serve as first 
responders to emergency 
situations, rather than law 
enforcement personnel.”
Raj Jayadev, a coordinator 
for Silicon Valley De-Bug 
who’s been working with 
the families for years, said 
they’re using their tragedies 
to educate others. 
“[The families] are 
using their energy and 
translating it to knowledge,” 
Jayadev said. 
When you look at 
those faces, it’s 
more than just 
the people, these 
are entire families 
and each one has 
another hundred 
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Twitter @christina_casi
YAMI SUN | SPARTAN DAILY
Flowers and candles (top) surround a mural dedicated 
to the lives of 50 people killed by police over the 
last 20 years. Banners dedicated to Phillip Watkins, 
Antonio Guzman Lopez and Rudy Cardenas (bottom 
left) illuminate by warm candlelight. Laurie Valdez 
(bottom right), whose partner was killed by University 
Police Department officers in 2014, greets a community 
member with a fist bump during Thursday’s vigil.
Correction
On Thursday, Feb. 18, the 
Spartan Daily published a story 
titled “LeBron and Serena, the 
greatest of all time” in which 
Dwyane Wade and Conor 
McGregor were misidentifi ed. 
The Spartan Daily regrets 
this error.
A variety of vibrant stickers 
cover the towing sign in 
front of a parking lot just 
outside of Kickz inc. on 
Stevens Creek Boulevard. 
Th e stickers of varying sizes 
and colors continue into the 
store, covering doors that 
serve as canvases connecting 
Kickz inc. to the community. 
“[Th e doors are a] way for 
people to leave their stamp 
when they come by,” said 
Danny Ryan, the owner of 
Kickz inc. 
A French bulldog sticker 
connects the community to 
Pablo, the shop’s stocky white 
and grey  mascot, who roams 
about the store looking to 
accompany customers as 
they shop. 
Ryan said he and a couple of 
friends decided they wanted 
to create their own sneaker 
store aft er being profi led 
and belittled at another 
sneaker store. 
“We wanted to be an urban 
boutique,” Ryan said. “Th ere 
wasn’t a lot of minority-owned 
businesses like this back then, 
so our thing was we wanted 
to do something where we 
would be by Valley Fair and 
Santana Row.” 
Ryan set up shop in 
December 2014 and since 
then Kickz inc. has supplied 
sneaker fans with a variety 
of shoes.
Ryan said the business 
is diff erent from general 
retail-based shoe stores, 
such as Foot Locker, because 
of the work employees 
do for the community, as 
their motto “More Th an 
Sneakers” suggests. 
Th e boutique’s employees 
have been giving back to the 
community since the shop 
fi rst opened, Ryan said.
Kickz inc. gave more 
than ten thousand toys to kids 
across the Bay Area last year 
and provided Th anksgiving 
meals for nearly 150 
unhoused people.
“We don’t promote 
[our community service],” 
Ryan said. “We’ve always done 
it out of the kindness of our 
hearts.” 
He said Kickz inc. recently 
partnered up with Silicon 
Valley Sports, a San Jose gym, 
and created an Amateur 
Athletic Union basketball 
program called Cali Elite. 
Not only does the shop 
have a strong community 
connection, Ryan said the 
inventory Kickz inc. off ers 
distinguishes the shop from 
other retailers. 
“Th e stuff  you would go buy 
at a Foot Locker you wouldn’t 
buy from us,” Ryan said. 
Sneakers rose in popularity 
during the ’80s when athletes 
including Michael Jordan 
and hip-hop groups such 
as Run-D.M.C. partnered 
with shoe brands, according 
to a May 2018 Smithsonian 
Magazine article. 
Geri Rodriguez, the 
manager at Kickz inc., said the 
athletes who’ve partnered with 
brands to create their own 
shoes are part of the reason he’s 
interested in sneakers. 
“Michael Jordan, Kobe 
Bryant, Lebron James, 
they’re like superheroes,” 
Rodriguez said. 
Many sneaker fans, 
including Charles Van Meurs, 
a San Jose State counseling 
education grad student, got 
introduced to sneaker culture 
at a young age. 
Van Meurs’ brother 
taught him everything he 
knows about sneakers and 
his brother gave him his 
fi rst pair when he was in 
seventh grade.
“I went to my room and 
I saw there was a shoe box 
on my bed,” Van Meurs said. 
“I opened them and it was 
some Jordans.”
Ryan also said the 
business is a way for him to 
teach his 13-year-old son 
about entrepreneurship. 
“My goal will be ultimately 
to leave this business to him 
when he’s of age,” Ryan said.
Although the coronavirus 
pandemic posed fi nancial 
challenges for Kickz inc. 
from March through July, 
he said he never thought 
about closing. 
“Pandemic or no pandemic, 
I work too hard, my family 
works too hard,” Ryan said. 
“I have too much 
responsibility for what my 
business provides to the 
community for me to let 
it fail.”
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 













24. Top of a wave
25. Coarse cotton gauze
32. Inclined
33. Indemnify
34. Chief Petty Offi cer








49. Letter after sigma
50. Sickness
53. A small house
57. A pretrial interrogation
59. Female chickens





65. Shower with love
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6. Anagram of “Dome”




11. Water park slide
12. Deadens the sound
13. Excrete
19. Fidgety 21. Iron 
oxide
25. A ball of yarn
26. Not there
27. Where the sun rises
28. Doctrine
29. Lawful




36. Mining fi nds
38. What we sleep on
39. Snooped
41. Satisfi es 42. 
Leave in a hurry
44. Intoxicated by narcotics
45. Waits
46. Choose by voting
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Sneaker store goes beyond shoes
By Christina Casillas
STAFF WRITER
YAMI SUN | SPARTAN DAILY
Owner of Kickz inc. Danny Ryan shows  his favorite sneaker, the Air Jordan 11 Space Jam on Feb. 19.
Follow Christina on Twitter
@christina_casi
We don’t promote 
[our community 
service]. We’ve always 
done it out of the 
kindness of our hearts.
Danny Ryan
Owner of Kickz inc.
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Sex abuse lingers in Hollywood
ILLUSTRATION BY  HANZ PACHECO
Madi Medina
STAFF WRITER
Sexual misconduct and 
exploitation has persisted as 
a perpetual, yet clandestine 
aspect within Hollywood. 
Th e culture that exists in the 
fi lm industry is traumatizing 
to not only victims, but also 
to the public as they watch 
this power hierarchy play out. 
People shouldn’t be asked 
to humiliate and disrespect 
themselves to be successful in 
their industry. 
However, the nature of 
Hollywood cultivates an 
environment that encourages 
aspiring actors to achieve 
stardom by all means. 
A recent 2020 Netfl ix 
miniseries, “Hollywood” 
shines light on the abuse 
that continues within the 
industry, especially in fi lm. 
Th e show depicts aspiring 
actors who push themselves 
to do whatever it takes to 
become stars, including 
tolerating sexual abuse.
Th e themes of the show 
are reminiscent of real 
experiences still present in 
modern day Hollywood. 
With many past cases 
continuing to gain public 
attention, the impact of 
the #MeToo movement 
has allowed important 
conversations and unity 
for victims. According to 
Dictionary.com, #MeToo 
is a social movement that 
advocates for survivors 
of sexual harassment to 
speak out on their trauma.
Producer Harvey 
Weinstein has been in one 
of the biggest scandals 
in Hollywood. Th e New 
Yorker fi rst reported sexual 
accusations against Weinstein 
in 2017. 
He was under suspicion 
of sexually violating several 
Hollywood stars, including 
actresses Ashley Judd and 
Rose McGowan. 
Th e misconduct 
accusations go back decades.
A multitude of actors and 
actresses have come forward 
about their mistreatment 
from Weinstein, even 
years later. 
Some accusations include 
Weinstein forcing his clients 
to look at him naked and 
forcibly massaging them, 
according to an Oct. 5, 2017 
New York Times article.
    Just like the fi ctional 
characters of Netfl ix’s 
“Hollywood,” young starlets 
became victims as they were 
asked to perform sexual 
favors in exchange for 
career elevation. 
Allegations around 
Weinstein’s abusive behavior 
has been a pattern since the 
early ’80s, however victims 
are still coming forward as 
recently as last year. 
Th eir delay in speaking 
out shows the severity of the 
stakes and recurrent trauma 
that Weinstein infl icted upon 
these victims. 
Another notable case is 
fi lm director Woody Allen 
and his alleged history of 
abuse and molestation within 
his own family. 
During his career, Allen 
was one of the most powerful 
men in Hollywood and had 
familial ties to his victims. 
Allen’s adopted 
step-daughter, Dylan Farrow 
reported she had been 
groomed and harassed by 
Allen since she was at least 
7 years old. 
Th ese allegations gained 
public attention in 2016, 
however the claims of 
misconduct started in 
1992. Th e Chicago Tribune 
reported a timeline of more 
than 20 years of events in a 
July 19, 2016 article.
Aft er years of investigation 
and public awareness, a new 
HBO documentary series 
titled “Allen vs. Farrow,’ 
premiered on Sunday. 
Th e series examined the 
allegations and Allen’s 
corruption as a mainstream 
Hollywood director. 
By highlighting these 
stories, the documentary 
sends a message to the public 
that although these cases 
took time to be recognized, 
they aren’t excusable 
or forgotten. 
Actor Shia LaBeouf 
has also been accused of 
emotional and sexual abuse. 
As of this month, LaBeouf 
has separated from his talent 
agency, Creative Arts Agency, 
and is seeking treatment, 
according to a Dec. 11 
report fi led to the Superior 
Court of California.
LaBeouf was originally 
accused of physical abuse by 
musician Tahliah Debrett 
Barnett, his ex-girlfriend, also 
known as FKA Twigs in the 
December lawsuit. Following 
the news, this pattern of 
behavior was echoed by more 
accusations from multiple 
other women. 
Many young adults who 
grew up watching LaBeouf’s 
fi lms, including “Holes” 
and “Transformers,” will 
be shocked to realize this 
problematic behavior can 
exist even in fi gures they 
looked up to.
Similar to the characters in 
the Netfl ix miniseries, many 
powerful men of real-life 
Hollywood exhibit repeated 
patterns of sexual abuse 
and manipulation. 
Th is sick, inappropriate 
behavior is enabled by the 
superiority complex and 
hierarchy that exists within 
an industry where many 
naive young people aspire to 
make names for themselves.
Follow Madi on Twitter
@madilynneee
We shouldn’t return to in-person classes this fall
Giorgina Laurel
STAFF WRITER
Returning to in-person 
classes at San Jose State 
for fall semester shouldn’t 
happen because it’s simply 
too early for students to 
return to any semblance 
of normalcy.
Timothy P. White, CSU 
Chancellor from 
2012-20, announced 
on Dec. 9 that all CSU 
campuses will return to 
in-person classes during 
Fall 2021.
As the distribution 
of coronavirus vaccines 
sluggishly continues, the 
discussion of whether 
or not students should 
return to in-person 
sessions this coming 
fall arose. 
Many instructors 
have sent email surveys 
to students to gather 
information about their 
stances on wanting to 
return or not. 
Having experienced 
two and a half semesters 
online, many students 
have opinions on whether 
or not we should return to 
in-person classes.
Because of how 
populated campus is, it 




According to San 
Jose State University 
Institutional Research, 
there are currently more 
than 33,000 students 
attending as of Fall 2020. 
Because of the high 
population at SJSU, it 
would be best not to begin 
in-person sessions.
The current 
distribution of vaccines is 
also slow and it won’t be 
possible for every student, 
faculty and staff member 
to receive a vaccination 
before fall semester. 
According to a Feb. 18 
Mercury News article, 
“about 31,500 Moderna 
doses allocated for Santa 
Clara County have been 
delayed, and another 
15,000 doses may be held 
up if the bad weather 
continues, according to a 
county representative.” 
The massive storm that 
hit Texas has affected 
FedEx and UPS facilities 
that were responsible 
for distributing vaccines 
to different states, as 
reported by the 
Mercury News. 
Prior to the storm, 
vaccine distribution was 
already lagging, with only 
health care workers and 
people over 65-years-old 
currently qualifying for 
vaccination, according to 
the Santa Clara County 
Valley Medical Center 
vaccine homepage. 
Fall semester is 
approaching and vaccines 
aren’t being rolled out fast 
enough. 
At this rate it’s likely 
most students won’t have 
the vaccine by fall.
I don’t want to return 
to campus when there’s 
a chance someone who’s 
immunocompromised 
could get sick.
To ensure optimum 
safety for all, every 
student planning on 
attending in-person 
classes should receive 
the vaccine before 
fall semester and the 
university should enforce 
this requirement. 
However, some 
students cling to the idea 
of returning in person 
because of difficulties with 
online learning.
I conducted a Google 
Forms survey and a survey 
through the SJSU 
Sammy App. 
Students who wanted to 
return in person expressed 
they found it difficult 
to learn material online  




“Online courses take a 
ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA
lot of self discipline and 
motivation that I struggle 
with,” said sociology and 
education junior Bianca 
Aranda. “I thrive more 
on campus. I also just 
recently transferred and 
have no experiences at 
the university.”  
Santa Clara County is 
currently in the purple 
tier and there’s still a 
real possibility cases will 
increase with a return to 
in-person classes.  
According to Santa 
Clara County Public 
Health Department, the 
state’s purple tier means 
there are only a handful 
of businesses open for 
indoor services, but even 
then they’re restricted 
to a 20% capacity, 
along with other 
modifications, including 
breakroom closures. 
A Jan. 8 study from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
found counties with large 
colleges or universities 
with remote instruction 
experienced a 17.9% 
decrease in infection 




There’s a good 
possibility Santa Clara 
County will experience an 
increase in numbers too. 
Students who live 
with elderly people or 
others who are at high 
risk would be especially 
affected and could 
potentially endanger the 
lives of their loved ones.
With how intense and 
serious the pandemic still 
is and until massive steps 
are achieved with more 
vaccine access, students 
who are eager to return to 
campus should 
remain cautious. 
Follow Giorgina on Twitter
@ItsGiorgina
People shouldn’t be asked 
to humiliate and disrespect 
themselves to be successful 
in their industry.
I don’t want to return to 
campus when there’s a 























































The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San 
Jose State community’s 
top news source. New 
issues are published every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday throughout the 
academic year and online 
content updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is 
written and published by 
San Jose State students 
as an expression of their 
First Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 















































The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have made 
such an error,  please send 
an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion 
of individual writers and 
not that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect 
the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board, 








Women athletes honored in panel
Men’s soccer team rallies for win
PHOTO BY STAN PLEWE | DSU ATHLETICS
ILLUSTRATION BY RYAN JOHNSON
SJSU midfielder Nicolas Brenes prepares to kick the ball during Saturday’s 2-1 victory against Dixie State.
By Jovanna Olivares
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Follow Jovanna on Twitter
@joo_zunigaa
Follow Ruth on Twitter
@RuthNAguilar
By Ruth Noemi Aguilar 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The men’s soccer opener 
was the first match between 
the San Jose State Spartans 
and the Dixie State 
Trailblazers on Saturday. 
The Spartans won 2-1 
at Greater Zion Stadium in 
St. George, Utah in their first 
game since November 2019 
and Dixie’s first season as a 
Division I team. 
SJSU postponed its first 
two regular season games 
against the University of 
the Incarnate Word and Air 
Force, which were originally 
scheduled earlier this month. 
SJSU has the second 
most senior players in all 
of Division I soccer with 
13, following Cal Poly’s 
15 seniors. 
This makes SJSU’s 
2020-21 roster the second 
most experienced in the 
nation, even with its seven 
new players. 
“It is a big year, even with 
all the constraints, all the 
challenges, [the seniors] 
want to be leaders for this 
coming group,” said head 
coach Simon Tobin, in a 
Feb. 17 season preview 
interview. “Nine of those 
11 starters will be very 
very local kids, nine of 
those starters will be 
first-generation kids from 
their family so those are 
things that we’re trying to 
build up and have a pride 
about in our soccer 
team. It represents 
San Jose State more.”
The Western Athletic 
Conference (WAC), SJSU’s 
Division I conference, 
announced the league 
schedule would have 
10 conference matches for 
each program. 
The WAC Tournament is 
scheduled to take place April 
13-17 in Las Vegas where 
the top six teams within the 
league will compete.
“We have no preseason, we 
have no friendlies like many 
of the other teams,” Tobin 
said. “We’re straight into 
conference action so every 
game is so meaningful right 
from the beginning to try and 
get to the WAC tournament.”
During Saturday’s game, 
Trailblazers midfielder Idris 
Alabi scored the only goal 
thirteen minutes into the 
match, assisted by defender 
Matt Lockwood. 
The Spartans faced a tense 
second half but managed 
to score two back-to-back 
goals, by defender Jamal 
Adam and midfielder 
Nicolas Brenes’ with less than 
11 minutes remaining. 
Adam positioned himself 
behind Dixie’s strong defense 
and took advantage of the 
ball positioned in the penalty 
box by senior midfielder 
Carlos Gomez-Zavala 
79 minutes into the match. 
The goal was assisted by 
senior forward Rudi Castro. 
Midfielder Brenes’ firm 
kick scored the winning 
point, assisted by Jered 
Mariani and again Castro 
only six minutes after 
Adam’s goal. 
Castro was named 
the TicketSmarter WAC 
Offensive Player of the Week 
for Feb. 15-21 for his strong 
offensive attack and assisting 
both goals. 
He also had a noteworthy 
2019 season with 
18 appearances and ended 
the season with 20 points, 
59 attempted shots and 
31 shots on goal.
Brenes was the shot leader 
of Saturday’s match with 
three shots and one goal.
Castro and midfielder 
Max Allen both received 
preseason All-WAC 
honors by the conference’s 
head coaches. 
In the last three seasons, 
SJSU has surpassed the 
postseason and qualified for 
the WAC title match for two 
of those seasons.
SJSU is scheduled to 
play its next match on 
Feb. 27 against Grand 
Canyon University at 
Spartan Soccer Complex.
Local organizations 
remotely hosted a musical 
event celebrating National 
Girls and Women in Sports 
Day on Thursday.
The San Jose Museum of 
Art and San Jose Jazz hosted 
the event through a Zoom 
call where only speakers and 
performers were on camera, 
but participants discussed the 
topics of the night through 
the chat box feature and 
shared athletic resources.
The event was also hosted 
by San Jose State’s Institute for 
the Study of Sports, Society 
and Social Change (ISSSSC) 
and The Wall of Song’s 
Feeling Good Project. 
Wall of Song is a 
collaborative art and civic 
singing platform that’s been 
active since 2017 according to 
its website.
The event commemorated 
the 35th anniversary of 
National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day which was 
on Feb. 3, but is 
typically celebrated 
throughout the beginning 
of the month.
Bonnie Sugiyama, director 
of the PRIDE Center and 
Gender Equity Center at San 
Jose State, said it’s crucial to 
have a space acknowledging 
the accomplishments of 
women and girls because the 
road hasn’t been easy. 
“I think it’s essentially 
important that we celebrate 
[womens’] ability to be 
in this space and to have 
these opportunities,” 
Sugiyama said during 
the event.
The theme of the night 
was “Lead Her Forward,” a 
phrase aimed at motivating 
girls and women of all ages 
to claim their spots in the 
athletic world and was 
inspired by Nina Simone’s 
song “Feeling Good.”
“This is an anthem of 
solidarity that promotes 
mental and physical 
well-being for all and 
advocacy for women athletics 
and a more equitable racially 
just community,” Executive 
Director of the ISSSSC 
Dr. Akilah Carter-Francique 
said during the event.
The night was organized 
to not only focus on female 
athletes but on social justice 
and change. 
To follow this, different 
topics were put into focus 
during the night including 
the history of National Girls 
and Women in Sports Day, 
the future of sports and 
community work done 
by athletes.
The event also 
highlighted female staff and 
student-athletes at SJSU 
including Natasha Harris, 
a senior soccer player, who 
helped create a social justice 
and sports fundraiser over 
the summer last year.
The fundraiser was 
made following the death 
of George Floyd to raise 
money for the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 
Student-athletes would 
post themselves on social 
media being active for 8.46 
miles or 8.46 minutes, the 
amount of time Floyd was 
under the knee of officer 
Derek Chauvin.
“It ended up spreading a 
lot more than we anticipated 
we couldn’t even keep track 
of how many schools were 
participating and we ended 
up beating our goal of $1,000 
and raising over $79,000,” 
Harris said.
At the end of the night, 
a special performance was 
made by soprano soloist 
Danielle Marie  along with 
SJSU choir singers and an 
arrangement performed by 
the Spartan Marching Band.
The performance was 
a call and response where 
Marie sang one line of 
“Feeling Good” and the 
choir of volunteers sang the 
following line. 
Marie was on one screen 
while the multitude of singers 
would show up alongside 
her as the song continued 
and ended with the group 
singing together.
The night concluded with 
multiple thanks to all the 
participants and affiliates of 
the event, but also with calls to 
action for the audience.
“Continue to lead her 
forward in whatever way 
that you know best in social 
change,” Carter-Francique 
said. “We ask that of you. 
That’s our charge to you and 
we hope that you will support 
us in these efforts.” 
I think it’s essentially important that we 
celebrate [women’s] ability to be in this 
space and to have these opportunities. 
Bonnie Sugiyama
PRIDE and Gender Equity Center director
